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2000 Trees Initiative in Winona
Bill Meyer, WSU Senior Groundskeeper (Retired)
“I speak for the Trees; for the Trees have no tongues” Dr. Suess, The Lorax
As I gaze out the window of my home and look up the hill, I can see two Eastern Redbud trees
displaying a spectacular show of pinkish - purple blooms. Those trees were planted 20 years
ago along with hundreds of other trees in Winona and nearby communities as a result of a
dream of Dr. Darrell Krueger. Let’s roll back the clock to the year 2001.
Some of you with sharp memories may remember an event that occurred 20 years ago. During
the spring of 2001, WSU, the city of Winona, and a number of private businesses collaborated
in a community project called the “2000 Trees Initiative.” Two-thousand trees were either
planted on the WSU campus or on sites adjacent to the University, and smaller potted trees
were given away to the public. The hope was to plant 2000 trees in the year 2000. In fact, it
took a little longer to plan, order and organize the project, and by the time the ground plan took
place, spring 2001 was upon us.
How did this project come about? Years before the Initiative was proposed by Dr. Krueger, a
devastating straight-lined windstorm swept through Winona destroying many of the older trees.
In particular, Broadway Avenue with its canopy of mature trees was hit hard and there was a
clear need for restoration in this area. Dr. Krueger tapped Joe Reed of WSU to bring other
players into the planning of the project. Over time, Bruce Fuller, the city forester at that time,
Dana Coulter from Winona Nursery, Nancy Peterson, Director of Grants and Special Projects at
WSU, myself and many others began a planning process that took nearly a year.
We decided that the community could be best served if we separated the initiative into two
distinct projects. One of the projects would involve identifying sites near WSU that could benefit
from the addition of trees. It was decided that 500 larger trees would be planted primarily on
boulevards in close proximity to the University. After identifying planting sites, a list of trees was
decided upon. The list consisted of very diverse but hardy trees including several different
Maples, the disease resistant Elm, Kentucky Coffeetree, Hackberry, Japanese Lilac tree,
Ornamental Pear, and a few different varieties of Crabapple trees. These and other trees were
handpicked and later planted by Winona Nursery. Unfortunately, a number of Ash trees were
selected and planted. The dreaded Emerald Ash Borer disease was unknown then.
In early May, Winona Nursery donated the manpower to plant the larger 500 trees that were
earmarked for boulevards. Sites near Lake Winona and entry points to the City of Winona were
designated as spots for clusters of flowering ‘Snowdrift’ Crabapples. Bruce Reed followed up
with loads of mulch and a much needed watering program for the trees. The summer of 2001
turned out to be an exceptionally dry summer and the mulch and watering were a much-needed
lifeline to the trees until the rain returned.
The second part of the project involved finding, selecting and transporting 1500 potted
trees. Nancy Peterson from WSU under the direction of Darrell Kruger, began the process of
securing grant money to help find and finance the purchase of the potted trees through the
Lindsborg Regional Tree Growing Out Station run by the National Tree Trust and the Kansas
Urban Forestry Council. Nancy recalls that the search for grant money for the tree project was
“the most unusual grant search that I had ever done.”

Wes Adell, an arborist in Kansas, helped with the selection process and arranged pick up dates
and other helpful details. Minnesota Southeast Technical College donated an 18-wheel semi
and a driver to pick up and bring back the 1500 assorted potted trees. I drove to Kansas with
the driver from the Tech College and we loaded different varieties of Oak, Maple, and River
Birch along with a number of Eastern Redbuds to bring back to Winona.
Meanwhile, preparations were being made for a tree giveaway on a weekend in late April.
Residents from Winona could come and select a potted tree, fill a pail with free mulch and
compost, and go home to plant a tree. KWNO and Joyce Woodworth from HBC helped
promote and spread the word of the tree giveaway.
On two consecutive weekends in late April 2001, Boy Scouts and Master Gardeners came to
the WSU greenhouse lot next to the Maxwell football field to assist the public in selecting trees,
help load mulch, and give planting instructions. All the trees were successfully distributed and
had found new homes over the course of the 2 weekends.
As Dana Coulter of Winona Nursery reminisced about the “Trees Initiative” twenty years later,”I
am happy that so many trees have survived and flourished over time, but I am most pleased
that the (hybrid) disease resistant Elms have done so well. Back in 2001 we were not so sure of
the outcome.”
Today, while walking or driving through the city of Winona near WSU, an observant person
might see some of the fruits of this grand event 20 years ago. The trees planted are now mature
trees offering shade, color and diversity to the area. It might be nice to pause a moment and
reflect on WSU’s great visionary, former President Darrell Kreuger, and be mindful of one of his
many, long lasting contributions to the Winona community.
As a tribute to the “2000 Trees Initiative.”, WSU will be planting a ‘Mountain Frost’ Ornamental
Pear on campus this spring. ‘Mountain Frost’ was one of the trees planted in 2001. Due to
COVID restrictions, no celebrations of the event are planned this year on the WSU campus.

